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The purposes of this qualitative research were to study the construction of Muslim
community in the pluralistic society of Isan, and to study the interaction between Thai-Isan
Muslim community and other cultural groups in the region. The study employed various
methods including semi-structured interview, in-dept interview, participatory and
non-participatory observation. The key informants involved local specialists and people
involved in the construction of Muslim community in Isan. The study focused on the
Nur-Al-Iman Islamic Mosque community in Rangang sub-district, Srikhoraphoom district,
Surin province.

The study found that the Muslim community construction in the pluralistic society
of Isan is done by several important mechanisms. The first mechanism is the construction of
common values and faith, which is done through Islamic principles, Mosque’s roles such
as education given by Islamic teachers and youth camp activities, routine practices such as
Friday sermon (Khutbah) and Friday prayer {Jumu‘ah), and through the roles of cemetery
or Qubur. This mechanism brought Muslims together based on common faith.

The second mechanism is the creation of Muslim identity. Muslim identity is
constructed through physical appearing, which distinguishes Muslim from others.
The identity construction can be classified into three levels-personal, family, and
community. At the personal level, the construction method is demonstrated through
Islamic~principle costume or Hijab. The construction methods at family level include
Muslim naming to members of the family, embellishing God’s name, prophets, and Arabic
alphabets in the house, and using ethnic languages when communicating. The community
identity construction methods are seen through Mosque, Qubur, and Halal food.

The last Muslim community construction mechanism is to maintain and strengthen
the community. New-generation leaders are trained to respect community leaders and
elders. Religious education is provided to young people, who are taught to respect the

diversity among Muslims. Political participation made Muslim community become more
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recognized, while cross-cultural marriages as well as livelihood and employment support to
new members help the Muslim community to grow in number. Moreover, Muslim
community is extended through the connection and relation with other Muslim organizations
at the regional, national and international levels, and by participating in activities of other
Muslim communities and updating news and information about the Muslim world.

With regards to Muslim interrelations with non-Muslim communities, the study
found three types of interrelations, including 1) economic relation composed of exchange,
trade, investment and employment 2) political relation mostly demonstrated through
election competition and political negotiation and 3) social, religious, and cultural relations
composed of cross—cultural marriage and participation in religious and public events such as
funeral and wedding.

The study, however, found that there is a distance between Muslim communities
and other cultural communities, which mostly occurs from religious issues. Nevertheless,
the relationship between Muslim communities and other cultural communities are
maintained by mutual respect, acceptance and assistance, familiarization, Kinship,
compromise, political toleration, use of common languages such as central Thai and
Srikhoraphoom languages, and the understanding of the boundaries and limitations of those

with different faiths in the participation in religious and social activities.





