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Abstract 1 7 9 4 1 1

This is+a study on “The Community’s Process of Learmning and Management of
Knowledge on Ulilization of Natural Resources” The study aims at examining the leaming
process of communities under the project “communities’ Process of Learning and Knowledge
Management”

Study methodologies included in depth interviews, group discussion, exchanges of
information and feedbacks, participation in communities’ analysis and synthesis of communities’s
process of learning observe its results. All these activities were carried out on the basis of the
communities’ own local concepts, mechanism, participation pre\'ailing Knowledge and their
Knowledge Management.

The study found that each locality existed in a uniquely different environment and along
its evolution, its own process of learning and management of Knowledge on utilization of natural
resources emerged and all the time adjusted to the changing socio-économic situation and
environment.

The project valued communities’ knowledge highly, especially the local knowledge
which had been gradually accumulated and continuously developed by knowledgable members of
‘communities amid various social changes. The local knowledge on utilization and management of
natural resources had been accumulated and develcped on the basis of participation from
communities’ members, be it local leaders, women, youth and all stakeholders in cbmmunities for
their common well-being and living. | |

The communities’ mechanism of learning to achieve a common learning and proceés of
problem solving relied on the local knowledgaBle persons or stakeholders within communities.
Various groups and organizations emerged along the way. They coordinated cooperation among
all stakeholders and established their own networks to exchange information and to Efforts were
also made to enable society at large to understénd and n_acognize the significance of local
knowledge. The network also aimed to .negotiate with concerned agencies‘ to find peaceful
solutions to the conflicts over proper utilization of natural resources. For this, non- governmental
or 'ci‘vic organization helped coordinating various parties to enhance their leaming process
developed together with communities.

The communities’ process of learning facilitated communities’ members to have direct
experiences and make own observation on changing situation of natural resources. Making use of

communities’ knowledge and leaming from the elderly enabled communities’ members to
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analyze problems both by themselves and together with others. Learning the lessons drawn from
problem solving expericnces of others helped-them to set up their own goals and be capable of
undertaking various actions to solve their own problems. This brought about changes in their
ways of thinking, behavior and living skills. New leaming was consequently achieved, various
practical actions subsequently initiated and implemented and h_ehce the body knowledge was
extehded.

As communities could learn from local knowledge on various fields, namely natural
resources management, culture and local intelligence covering knowledge and skills on various
occupations, manufactures, manufactures, herbs, local arts and cultures, the local knowledge was
therefore retrieved for utilization in present day living. In addition, what communities had learnt
outside their environment, namely on energy management and peaceful solution to the conflicts
over utilization of natural resources ect, were also integrated into the b;)dy of their knowledge.
Communities also passed on their process of learning to people of new generation and the public

by coordinating with schools, the network of local knowledge and various other local

organization.





