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The objective of this research is to study the forms and methods used by_the Thaksin
Administration to control and interfere with the media. It also studies the journalistic principles on the
part of both the print and broadcast media under such circumstances based on how journalists
perform their duty and their news presentation. How the media devise their defence mechanisms
against such political interference is also covered in this research. The methodology in the research
includes the use of case study and documentary evidence as well as in-depth interviews as the
basis for the study within the framework of political economics, journalistic professionalism and

concept of civil liberty under the 1977 Constitution. L

The research concludes that the Government of Prime Minister Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra has
extensively exercised control and interfered with the media — so much so that the Thai Journalists
Association (TJA) described the year 2001 — the first year Prime Minister Thaksin was in power — as
“The Year of Media Interference.” The research also finds that different branches of media have
reacted differently to the political interference. Those with a history of standing up for press freedom
have resisted the interference while those traditionally supportive of authoritarianism readily follow
the political agenda of those in power. The research suggests that all sectors of the society,
including the government, should promote media freedom and political participation of the public by
accelerating the process of broadcast media reform while members of the civil society should work

to pressure the government to respect media freedom.





