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The aim of this thesis is to analyze the internal and external factors that have led to
the expanding role of Japan's Self-Defense Forces (SDF) in the post-cold war era by

examining laws and the SDF's actual performances.

The thesis employed David Easton’s system analysis approach to explain the
interplay between the internal and external variables that have been responsible for a
greater role of Japan's SDF. The central findings of the thesis is that the internal factors
which included the influence of “hawkish” or hard-liner politicians and bureaucracies,
business elites and Japanese public and external factors which included the United State
behaviors affecting Japan’s confidence in her security, North Korea's perceived threat, the
rise of China and the expansion of terrorism are the complementary factors that have
affected Japanese policy makers' decision to authorize a more active role of Self-Defense

Forces for the maintenance of peace and stability.



