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Naphat Angkunsinthana 2008: A Comparative Study of Indirect Speech Acts
in Dialogues in the Different of Thai Novels: A Pragmatic Approach. Master of
Arts (Thai), Major Field: Thai Language, Department of Thai Language.

Thesis Advisor: Associate Professor Wilaisak Kingkham, Ph.D. 403 pages.

The purposes of research were to study the types and meanings of indirect
speech acts and to make comparison of their types existing in the dialogues in the
novels of different periods, consisting of 24 in number. As generally studied, it was
found that there are eleven speech acts namely; the speech acts of request,
command, assertion, question, advice, warning, greeting, promise, argument,

unsatisfaction and reprimanding.

The result of study shows that the speech acts of reprimanding, argument,
unsatisfaction, request, command, question and warning exist in the novels of four
periods. By the way, the speech act of advice exists in the novels of second to the
fourth periods. The speech act of greeting exists in the novels of second and the fourth

period.

Furthermore, the speech acts of assertion and promise exist in the third period.
Finally, the speech acts of thank, congratulation and threat never exist in the four

periods.
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