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Music and Politics: Explicating the Identity of People’s Alliance for Democracy through Music
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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to describe the definition of “People’s Alliance for Democracy” through
the form of music and the musical communication process by using semiological concepts and musical anthropology
as an analysis framework.

The data were collected from 5 songs of People’s Alliance for Democracy group. Then people who were
participants and song listeners of People’s Alliance for Democracy group expressed knowledge and opinions
towards the lyrics, melody, and musical forms, including the communication process through in-depth interview.
The researcher also provided and non-participatory observation in the music performance of People’s Alliance for
Democracy group.

The results showed that the songs used at the meeting of People’s Alliance for Democracy group had well-
fitting forms of lyrics and easy to understand, the song details dealt with the ideology and fighting process of the
group, the melody consisted of song details. The song rhythm was set in Cha- Cha- Cha, March, and Thai
contemporary. The communication process with the songs incorporated many kinds of encoding: aesthetical code,
social and cultural code, and ideological code. The communication with the musical performance process helped the
participants in the group decode and made it easy to understand the song meaning. The reason was the artists and
participants had shared experience and context together. The signs showing meanings in the songs were divided into
two types: 1) Direct Connotation was the sign focusing on showing the meaning of songs and lyrics, including the
song entitling 2) Indirect Connotation showed the meaning about thinking—based principles and political ideology.
The songs used at the meeting of People’s Alliance for Democracy group could describe the characteristics of
People’s Alliance for Democracy group in terms of charity and patriotism, religions, monarchy, and decency. They
disliked dishonest politicians and their behaviors. The researcher suggested that the use of music as the political
communication channel help the group of people share the perception of meaning together more easily. Moreover,
the signs of direct and indirect connotation should be included in the songs’ lyrics so that the subjects could

recognize them. The ordinary and simple music should be used in order to gain accomplished communication.

Keywords: music and politic, Semiology , People’s Alliance for Democracy, people’s politic
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