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The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the maintenance of ethnic
identity of northern communities, and the conditions relating to such maintenance of ethnic
identity. The researcher focused on studying the identity maintenance process amidst social
changes during several time periods.

In this qualitative research, data were collected by the use of participant and non-
participant observations, formal and informal interviews, and in-depth interviews.
The collected data were examined, then, categorized according to the research objectives,
analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

The researcher selected the ethnic community of Ban Houy Hia, Moo 8, Pang
Ma Pa Sub-district, Pang Ma Pa District, Mae Hongsorn Province for this field study.
In this community it was found that there were still various physical identities, such as black
tribal dress, local tribal language, and annually organized cultural and traditional activities.
Other abstract identities shown were behaviors, personality, and characteristics such as
brotherhood and kinship, values, respect for seniors and nature and community environment.
Newly created identities found included compassion, submissiveness, tendency not to boast,
friendship to all and fashionable indentities of the new generation’s. Those identities
emerged and changed according to the changing situations from past to present.

Although, each identity existed within the different changing situations, it has been
emerged from the conceptual bases of folkways, culture, traditions and local wisdoms of
tribal people that have been gathered, synthesized and socialized for generationé.
Those identities could be the community potential capacity, secured by the community with
the continuous process with three main elements. Those were firstly, a strong conceptual base

~and strong community settlement, secondly, functional mechanism of the community,
and thirdly, creation of a variety of learning methods for identity value judgment of the tribe.

The researcher found that the conditions to maintain those above mentioned
identities consisted of internal and external conditions. The internal ones cdﬁéisted of the old
capitals such as beliefs, cultures, traditions, and local wisdoms, including a continuity of
learning process production, functions as the main development mechanism of senior leaders,
and needs of legal acceptance as a community by Thai law. The external conditions were the
authoritative controls and attempts over the community made by outside persons and
organizations, and also materialism consumption behaviors’ trend toward the community.

When Maehia community céuld secure its identity, its members could have good
relation to one another with mutual reliability, while its resources and environment have been

conserved as well as its culture, tradition and valuable local wisdom.





