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Abstract
TE141635

The objective of this rescarch was to study the nature of the retention of belief in spirits
of Christian Pygawgervaw (Karen). and the factors and conditions affecting those beliefs. The
rescarcher collected data by means of structured interviews. participatory and non-particinatory
observation of hifestyles and different rituals. and participatory data collection processes. Data
were thoroughly checked for completeness. classified, interpreted, and presented. with the
‘ollowing conclusions:

I. Christian Pgawgeryaw of Mae Nuan Laang Village still retain their belief in SPIrits
with respect to agriculture, health care. and the management of soil, water, forest, and animal
resources. For example, in agriculture small wooden cross-like objects are fixed in the fields in
place of small spirit houses, with the spirits requested to look afier the crops; and chickens are
sacrificed to the spirits. In health care, oracles are consulted to determine the cause of illness
which is not understood by scientific methods: and spirits intentionally and non-intentionally
offended and responsible for i1l health arc propitiated in rituals. In natural resource management,
spirits are used in defining rules and taboos to prevent children from destroying those resources.

Belief in spirits of Christian Pgawgeryaw arc evidenced in five situations: when strict
Christians are not present; when it is certain that an incident was caused by a spirit as taught by
one’s ancestors; when persons maintaining traditional spirit beliefs are present; when only family
members are present; and when encouraged to do so by persons maintaining traditional spirit
beliets.

The retention of deliefs in spirits are related to lifestyles in the community, because the
community employs spirit oeliefs as a mechanism for the control of social behavior. Spirit beliefs
are used 1n taboos and other means of preventing transgressions of various types.

2. Factors and conditions rclated to the retention of belief in spirits of Christian
Paawgeryaw include: socizl-cultural factors. such as traditional belicfs transmitted by ancestors
over several generations. traditional education by parents concerning methods of propitiating
spirits through rituals and relatives and ncighbors persuading Christian Pgawgeryaw o practice
certain spirit beliefs; ccor.omic factors, such as poverty — poor Christian Pgawgeryaw usc the
services of a village shamzn. because they lack the money to go for care at a hospital; political
tactors. such as official ar.2 waditional Jocal leaders who have influence over others and continue
to practice thar belief in soiris. resulting in villagers following their practices. It was also tound
thzt the transmission of beailer in spirits by ancestors and shamans was a necessary condition to

the retention of such belieZs by Christian Pgawgeryaw.





