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Entomopathogenic Fungi and Their Efficacy for Controlling Thrips on Chilli
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ABSTRACT

Isolation of entomopathogenic fungi from thrips and soils collected in chilli fields, inside and
outside screen houses, of Chiang Mai was conducted in laboratory. The result revealed that four isolates
of Beauveria bassiana and six isolates of Paecilomyces farinosus were found as entomopathogenic fungi.
The efficacy test of all isolates for infecting chilli thrips, Scirtothrips dorsalis, indicated that P. farinosus
gave 40-90 % of chilli thrips mortality with the LC, ranging from 1.47 x 10°to 6.12 x 10° conidia/ml. In

addition, P. farinosus showed higher mortality rate of chilli thrips than B. bassiana.

Keywords: Entomopathogenic fungi, Scirtothrips dorsalis
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