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cassava mealybug, Phenacoccus manihoti Matile-ferrero (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae)
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ABSTRACT

The principle objectives of the research project were to study the diversity of the insect pests of
cassava and their natural and the utilization of natural enemies for management of cassava mealybug,
Phenacoccus manihoti Matile-ferrero (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae). There were eight important insect pest
species and 18 species of their natural enemies species were collected in cassava fields. Because P. manihoti
was the key pest species of cassava, hence, laboratory reared natural enemies of P. manihoti were released for
its field control. The prominent natural enemies released were Plesiochrysa ramburi (Schneider) (Neuroptera:
Chrysopidae), Mallada basalis (Walker) (Neuroptera: Chrysopidae), Allotropa sp. (Hymenoptera:
Platygasteridae) and Nephus ryuguus (H. Kamiya) (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae, at Panom Thuan, Huai
Krachao Lao Khwan and Bo Phloi districts,Kanchanaburi province. At the rate of 50 individuals per rai of
each natural enemy released was effectively control the population of the mealybugs in low level, after 3
months of cassava planting. Suceessfull short course trainings in biological control were held for the cassava

farmers.
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