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ABSTRACT 226346

This study has two objectives. First is to study and understand about the context and
conditions that lead to participatory land use demarcation for conflict management among
involved stakeholders. Second is to study successes and failures of such activity.

From the study at Hin Lek Fai village, it was found that conditions that led to
participatory land use demarcation among stakeholders stemmed from: 1) joint understanding on
common problem in particular overlapping of land boundaries between community and the state
and a deadlock situation that happened in the studied area; 2) multi-stakeholder cooperation in
solving the problem which developed from pilot projects initiated and supported by the concerned
governments and non-governmental organizations; and 3) using multiple dimensions in tackling
problems, such as using special use zone, using mediator in doing coordination work and using
high resolution satellite imagery and aerial map. The latter was considered evidence based
information which could help in building understanding and strengthening cooperation among
involved parties.

In regard to successes and failures of participatory land demarcation undertaken at Hin
Lek Fai village, it was found that previous attempts in solving problems either carried out by
government agencies or by communities could not resolve the problem. This was because each
group still used its own method and ideology in resolving the problem. Such methods could not
gain acceptance from the other party. On the contrary, when there was use of evidence based

information and multi-stakeholder approach, this built strongly cooperation and promoted joint
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actions among involved stakeholders, such as villagers, park officials, non-governmental
organizations, local administration units and academics. In addition, some outside factors helped

" facilitate such joint action. These were, for instance, policy change in particular involvement and
participation of different sectors in managing natural resources as stipulated in the 1997
Constitution and readiness of concerned communities. These became value-added for
implementing joint management activities. Such methods were ablg to reduce conflict or
temporarily stop the long standing land conflict between highland and lowland communities. This
demonstrated that involved stakeholders were able to identify their common problem which was
unclear land boundaries and find a joint solution. For long-term sustainability, it’s not certain yet
as it depends on various factors such as strength of the group, communities and balance between
the ecosystem and the economy in that area.

There are some recommendations from this study which can be used or replicated in
other places:

1. The use .of the joint management protected area (JOMPA) concept and a
participatory land demarcation model for conflict management in forest area should be promoted
and integrated into government policy and plans. It also should be implemented particularly in
protected areas where forest dependent communities have resided. Such model will help defining
clear land boundaries which prevent further encroachment in natural forests and help secure
communities’ livelihoods.

2. Special use zones should be applied and legalized by the government. This would
ease solving land conflict in forest areas as it will be more flexible and achieve concrete
outcomes. |

3. Local organizations, particularly Tambon Administration Organisation (TAO),
should involve and provide support to this activity, including financial and endorsemeht of
outcomes that come out from such activity. In addition, TAO should regularly monitor activity
on the ground to ensure that it follows the agreed plan. TAO can also issue specific rules to
legally recognize community’s right in management of their land and resources. This will help

secure the fundamental use rights of concerned communities.





