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This independent study aimed at investigating over and finding causes of forest encroachment
at Huaymakhuasom village, Mokchampae Sub-District, Mueang District, Mae Hong Son
Province as well as the impacts on environment as far as deforestation, watershed dwindling, air
polluting and land erosion were concerned. The study also focused upon means applicable for
problems of community’s forest encroachment and of other sectors concerned.

This qualitative study was made at Huaymakhuasom village, Mokchampae Sub-
District, Mueang District, Mae Hong Son Province and the study showed that:

The forest encroachment done by the local folks of Huaymakhuasom village was
resulted from the development of and changes - forestry resource management, conditions of
states” policy and external economic system based upon the unequally ethnic status found among
local folks ~ that had influences upon local folks’ way of thinking and behaviors regarding
unequal forestry resources utilization. This led to problems regarding rights over plots of land
they had made use of for cultivation, ethnic conflicts and unequal resource sharing. The problem
also concerned with the agricultural practice alteration; they had turned traditional practice into
single crop cultivated for commercial aspect. This resulted in vast and fast forest encroachment
since they needed more land for single crop practice as stated. More chemical substances, logs for
house construction and for market supply done by capitalists coming from outside as well as wild
animal hunt were among other things that introduced the community some drought, infertile soil,
decreasing numbers of wild animal, left-over chemical substance found in the water, fume from
bush fire that severely affected the quality of life of local folks and the environment.

Management and means for forest encroachment problem made by local folks were
supported by public sector, notably regarding community strengthening acceleration that was
based upon the loyal initiative, variety of careers supporting for the local folks, afforest with crop
rotating, community food bank initiating and fish fry releasing as part of sustainable food bank.
All of these activities, notably forest encroaching eradication, were shared by local folks;
community’s organizations were set up for the purposes of guarding, conserving and utilizing
resources found in the forest through the entire year. This resulted in the betterment of local
folks’ living standard. They all accepted the royal initiative projects since they had a part to play
while cooperation between the public and private sectors did exist for sustainable forestry

resource management upon the community’s strength tied to the activities.





