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Abstract

TE 155408

This study aimed to clarify all the factors which have impact on Thai business
operators, merchants and shipmen on Mekong river trade route and ways to solve and
untighthen the situation for them. This study also wants to know how to improve or lift
up the Thai business operators’s position in this trade route, to be strong enough to deal
with traders from the riparian countries in the studied area, especially China which
dominates the route with more sufficient potential in many aspects : fund, government
support, trading skill for instance.

Mekong river trade route has its own unique character. Due to the unique pavsical
factors of the Mekong River itself. The Mekong River has a very strong tide compared
with other general rivers. Her length is 4,800 kilometers., across 6 six countries from
which 4 of them were investigated in this study. The tide in the dry season is gradually
lower by the natural and manmade factors. This causes difficulties for transportation in
the river Also, new roads were built to be the alternative ways of transportation in recent
years. This is the great challenge for this river trade. In 2001, trade valued at an cstimated
4.7 billion US dollars was distributed by inland waterway transport on the lower Mekong
River and expected double in each year. But will it be like this after all the alternative
roads were completed in this coming vear?

It is found that Thai business operators are not the major player, and still lack of
many crucial requirements in this trade route. They need more fund, experiences in
navigation and river trade skill, also sufficient government support. Government still play
the major support role for all matter concerned. Also many regulations among countries
in this trade route have to be modified and internationalized.



