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This study is “A Feminist Analysis of Transnational Trafficking in Women and
Memorandums of Understanding” through use of feminist perspectives to (1) describe the
phenomenon of trafficking in women (2) analyze levels of violence, and (3) analyze the process
of the commodification of women. This includes direct violence, which can be felt physically,
structural violence, which includes sexual bias that creates social discrimination, and cultural
violence, which dominates peoples’ ways of thinking. The study links these three levels of
violence with the unequal power relations between men and women. It also analyzes the text of
Thailand’s Memorandum of Understanding (MOUs) on Cooperation between Multisectoral Units
on the Trafficking of Women and Children of 2003 (Volume II).

In the past, a common approach in dealing with the problem of prostitution was to arrest
those who are related to the business, including women in prostitution themselves. Another
approach has been to legalize prostitution, but this does not necessarily guarantee an end to
forced prostitution. However, this strict law did not eradicate the problems. Instead there are ever
increasing numbers of women in prostitution. This has lead the United Nations (UN) to voice
concern and urge member countries to collaborate in dealing with human traffickers. Thailand is
a party to the International Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Women and
Children and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially
Women and Children. Countries that are party to these conventions must revise and reform
national laws that are found to be in violation of the human rights of sex trafficking victims, and

must develop concrete solutions to the problem of sex trafficking.
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The focus of the MOU between Thailand and its neighboring countries is on (1) the
human rights of trafficking victims, (2) the use of multi-disciplinary teams, and (3) recognizing
the differences between human trafficking and prostitution.

From the lessons learned, the limits to helping victims of trafficking, such as
distinguishing trafficking victims from migrant laborers, have led to the drafting of the
“Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act” and the establishment of a committee to
adjust the MOU to increase it’s effectiveness.

This is a preliminary study, as the MOU is currently being adjusted. Those interested
should conduct further study of the MOU.

The study reveals that there are limitations to the work of the multidisciplinary teams, as
follows: (1) there is no clear way to deal with trafficking victims who are stateless. (2) There are
limits to Thai law, in that there are currently no anti-trafficking laws. Officers have to use other
related laws instead of anti-trafficking laws. (3) There are limits at the organizational level, for
example, the government does not provide enough facilities and mechanisms to support anti-
trafficking work. Budgets are lacking, as are proper shelters for victims. Both government and
NGO procedures do not support the MOU process. (4) There are personal limits, such as lack of
understanding of human trafficking ideology and the MOU process. In addition, there are biases
against victims, who are seen as illegal migrants and criminals. These limitations impede the
ability of multidisciplinary teams to work smoothly and collaboratively.

The researcher has the following structural recommendations. Women and children are
divided into different citizenship categories, depending on where they are from. Governments
must be serious in solving the problem of sex trafficking by doing the following:

1) Address economic factors, and develop policies and projects, providing

budgets in every area equally.

2) Policy factors: promote people’s participation in politics, and make politics
transparent.  Political factors: state governments must accept ethnic
differences and stop armed conflicts.

3) Social factors: develop the ability to meet basic needs, for example, provide

equal access to education and health services in every area.
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4) Cultural factors: change peoples’ biases on race, ethnicity, class, age, and
gender, and address unequal power relations between women and men,
especially in the dimension of sexuality. This is because sex trafficking is a

symptom of the patriarchal system.
If development is to occur in this region, discrimination must be eliminated, and
differences in levels of development between countries must be addressed. People must be able
to live in safety, in accordance with human rights standards. This will lead to a decrease in

migration, which is the main risk factor leading to human trafficking.





