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Abstract

The specific objectives of the research include:

1) To identify the factors affecting women's opportunity to win
elections as a member of The Tambon Administrative Organization
(TAO).

2) To identify the barriers affecting women's political participation
in local government.

3 To propose approaches to increase the level of women's
political participation in local government.

This research was based on the qualitative research approach.
The scope of the study was inside the boundary of TAO, Four provinces,
one from each region, were selected. Then, five TOAs were selected
from each province, one from each region. The target groups of this
research are direct stakeholders concerning women's political participation
in local government. For the purpose of this research, a direct stakeholder
refers to a member of TAO, a leader of women an organization, a
community leader, and other relevant persons. Approximately 10 of these
stakeholders for each chosen TAOs have been interviewed, and altogether
this research interviewed 201 direct stakeholders (136 women and 65
men),

Data collection was from a semi-structured interview and an in-
depth interview technique was employed. The framework comprises 4
components: (1) promoting the factors and barriers regarding women's
political participation component, which is constituted by (1.1) personal
factors, (1.2) political factors, and (1.3) societal and cultural factors; (2)
the external factors component, which is constituted by (2.1) political
factors, (2.2) economic factors, and (2.3) societal factors.

An analysis of the fit of factors which support women'’s political
participation aimed at rechecking the appropriateness of the external
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environment of all factors found. From these three dimension, the ‘fit” or
appropriate factors for increasing women'’s participation in politics can be
identified.

This research proposed 6 approaches for improving women’s
participation in local government which focused on increasing women's political
participation at an individual level: (1) Encourage women to affiliate the
political groups (2) Encourage women to join social groups (3) Enlarge the
women's network (4) Enhance women's knowledge and education (5) Enhance
women’s readiness to help the local people, and (6) Enhance women's ability

to develop communities.
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