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Abstract 

Northeast Asia, which is comprised of China, Japan, North Korea, 

South Korea, Mongolia and Russia Far East, has high potential for 

economic integration.  However, there are still obstacles to economic 

grouping which result from the following: lack of harmonization among 

the national leaders of each member-country, witnessed by their 

unwillingness to negotiate; economic disparity; imbalance in development 

level and economic size; the truce between North Korea and South 

Korea; Northern territorial disputes between the Russian Federation and 

Japan, etc. 

The study found that there is greater collaboration among 

Northeast Asian countries at the local level than at the governmental 

level.  There is still lack of collaboration at 3 levels: at the local level in 

the same country; between the local and national level in the same 

country; the local level across borders. 
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���'���$ Northeast Asia Economic Zone [�
 Japan Sea Rim Economic Area (Seiichi 

Igarashi 2004: 260) 

Concerning civil society collaboration in Northeast Asia, the research 

found some success, i.e. the role of NGOs in peace and security, together with 

nuclear war prevention; NGOs in humanitarian assistance, especially food aid 

for North Koreans. 

The ERINA (the Economic Research Institute of Northeast Asia) of 

Japan is one example of an informal network among academics, NGOs, business 

forums and local administrations.  Its research work concentrates on cooperation 

among various sectors: transportation, energy and tourism within the region. 

It can be concluded that Northeast Asia has significant potential to be integrated 

due to people-to-people cooperation, which will certainly bring mutual 

understanding and will put pressure on governments to engage in more 

negotiation than at present. 
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