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The preliminary information of economic aspect is important for investment decision.
This study aimed to get general information and production status of giant gouramy culture in
Uthai Thani Province. The interviewed data were collected from dealers and farmers operating
both pond and cage culture. The cost-return analysis showed high average opportunity cost of
pond and cage culture, 57.58 percent and 83.58 percent of total cost, respectively because of a
long culture duration. Nevertheless, when opportunity cost was excluded the average profit for
pond and cage culture was 10.42 and 4.55 Baht/kg. respectively. Thus we made a suggestion that
giant gouramy culture should be operated as a side occupation of farmers to decrease the
opportunity cost. Average profit of dealers was 12.37 Baht/kg. Seventy four point six percent of
total production was distributed to another provinces and 25.40 percent was consumed within
Uthai Thani Province. In 2006, the giant gouramy supply of Uthai Thani Province was
809.376.19 kilogram while the market demand was 807,344.95 kg/year. The relatively equal
demand and supply may lead to a constant market prize of giant gouramy. However, the
expansion of giant gouramy culture is possible only if a good management on demand and
supply is made. The result of economic efficiency revealed that the frequence of water exchang,
liming quantity and antibiotic expense should be increased while artificial feed quantity and
density should be decreased to enhance yield of pond culture. Likewise, to increase yield of the
cage culture, the artificial feed quantily, antibiotic expense and vegetable cxpense should be

increased while density should be decreased.
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