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Natural rubber is used as a raw material in the vital industries of in many countries. As a main
exporter of natural rubber in the world, Thailand needs to know the import demand levels for rubber in the
countries with which it trades. Therefore the aims of this study were 1) to study the utilization status of
natural rubber in the USA, Japanese, and Chinese industries and to study the import policy on natural rubber
of the USA, Japan and China 2) to analyze the import demand level of natural rubber in ribbed smoked
sheets, of technically specified natural rubber and of natural rubber latex in the USA, Japan and China.
Seemingly Unrelated Regression (SUR) was use for analysis. Due to the limitations of the data set, the data
used in this study was taken from 1990 to 2006, 1994 to 2006 and 1995 to 2006 for the USA, Japan and

China, respectively.

Analysis of the results indicated that the USA and Japan have tended to decrease imports of natural
rubber from Thailand. On the other hand, China has tended to import more from Thailand, with technically
specified natural rubber having the highest imported demand, followed consecutively by natural rubber latex
and natural rubber in ribbed smoked sheets. In addition, the results showed that in Japan, rubber products
processed from ribbed smoked sheets were mostly for domestic consumption. In contrast, China and Japan
imported natural rubber in ribbed smoked sheets and technically specified natural rubber from Thailand to
produce rubber products for exporting. With respect to natural rubber latex, all three countries (USA, Japan
and China) imported and used it to produce rubber products for export globally. In the USA market, rubber in
ribbed smoked sheets from Thailand was considered as normal goods, whereas natural rubber latex was as
inferior goods. China defined technically specified natural rubber from Thailand as normal goods.

Conversely, Japan considered Thai technically specified natural rubber as inferior goods.

The results of this study suggest that Thailand should not use its pricing policy to promote natural
rubber in ribbed smoked sheets and technically specified natural rubber for export to the USA, China and
Japan, but should use it to promote natural rubber latex exports. Furthermore, Thailand should increase the

use of natural rubber in its domestic market.
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