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ABSTRACT

TE141602

The study of spatial distribution and risk areas of fire hazards in Chiang Mai
Municipality has three main objectives. The first is to study the spatial phenomena
and distribution patterns of fires in Chiang Mai Municipality. The second is to
examine the fire vulnerability weak points, which is related to the risk of fires in the
Municipality. The last is to apply GIS to the analysis of areas of high fire risk and in
the suggestion of suitable management methods for high risk areas.

The study includes an analysis of collected data and statistics about fires
which happened between 1994 and 2001. It is limited to fires which have burned
manufacturing and residential buildings and other properties inside the damaged
buildings in the Chiang Mai Municipality. Most of the data collected in the field were
about the position of previously burned buildings. Other data were collected through
interviewing state officials whose positions related to fires and also included
interviews with people who live in the Municipality. General statistical analysis,
including calculating averages, frequency and percentages was done using EXCEL.
Analysis of relationships between different data was made using SPSS/PC, which was
used to test the coefficients and correlation of risk with other vulnerability factors. PC
Arc/Info and ArcView were used to create datasets to use in the analysis of areas with
a high fire risk.

The study found that, between 1994 and 2001, fires have bumt in the
manufacturing and residential buildings and other properties inside them for 382
times. The average cost of damage accounted for 15 million baht per year. Tambon
Sri Phum had the highest frequency of fire risk, that was 9 times per year. Tambon
Chang Moi was greatly affected by fires, having total cost of damage of 6 million baht
per time per year. In 49 % of cases it was possible to determine the cause of fire and
that the majority of fires was caused by negligence, mostly in the use of electricity. It
was also found that fires occurred in the evening. The occurrence of fires in winter
and summer seasons was related to the urban fires at the significance level of 0.05.
In this Municipality, fires followed a random distribution pattern whose
characteristics lie somewhere between aggregated and uniform distribution patterns.

The weaknesses of the Chiang Mai Municipality in relation to fires are a result
of a combination of five vulnerability factors. The five factors, structure, land use,
accessibility, activity, and human vulnerability factors, are combined to determine fire
risk quotients. It was found that the structural vulnerability factors, especially the
density of buildings was mostly related to the fire hazards in Chiang Mai
Municipality.

Through the use of GIS for analyzing the high fire risk areas, it was found
that Tambons Chang Moi, Sri Phum, and Wat Gate all had the highest fire risks areas.
Among this three Tambons, Sri Phum took up 46% of the total proportion. In terms of
efficiency, the fire-brigade officers are having readiness for fire fighting but they are
still not having enough equipment and the modern fire trucks. Most of the residents in
the Municipality who were interviewed were satisfied with the way that responsible
government officers carried out their duties but they also thought that more fire
stations should be established in the Municipality area to ensure the highest
effectiveness in fire fighting.





