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ABSTRACT

188983

The study on the “Burmese Illegal Migration Process and Problem-Solving of the
Public Sector: A Case Study in Chiang Mai Province” had three main objectives which were 1) to
investigate causes and illegal migration process of aliens from Myanmar in Chiang Mai Province;
2) to examine approaches of concerning agencies in solving the problem of illegal migration
process of aliens from Myanmar in Chiang Mai Province; and 3) to explore the problem-solving
of the public sector in Chiang Mai Province regarding the illegal migration process of aliens from
Myanmar.

The methodology of the study was the quantitative and empirical research, collecting
data through questionnaire and interview schedule from 100 aliens awaiting for being expelled at
Chiang Mai Immigration Office, 10 leaders and officers whose duties concerning security news in
Chiang Mai Province, 2 Burmese racial minority leaders and 5 officers from non-governmental
organizations working on helping aliens.

The findings could be summarized as follows:

1. Regarding personal characteristics of aliens awaiting for being expelled, data
from the questionnaire showed that the majority were male, 20-30 years old and single. Most of
them were born in Chan State and their race was Chan or Tai Yai or Tai. They were mostly
uneducated and used to work in farms or gardens. However, they were able to listen and speak
Thai language fluently. Most of the aliens came to Thailand by cars and had been staying in
Thailand for 1-2 years. They did not have any identity cards. Besides, after being expelled, they

wished to come back to Thailand again.
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2. Burmese inner situation was the factor that drew an illegal migration rather than
the attractive factors from Thailand. The traveling route was natural tracks along the borders of
Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province and Mae Hong Son Province.

3. According to the interview, the majority contended that the public sector’s
policy and administration were not in compliance with the current situation. In solving the aliens’
problem, the government should seriously and continually follow the determined strategy. The
friendly relationship between Thailand and Myanmar should be well-maintained in order to avoid
conflicts that would result to problems of managing strategy into practice. The organization
should be assigned as the main agency responsible for solving this problem. In addition,
monitoring and evaluation as well as technology should be applied systematically. Government
officials involving illegal migration process should be developed in terms of their spirit to
concern on the benefit of the country rather than personal benefit. The consulting committee
should be set up, comprising of the public sector, private sector and academics. Some
government officials were corrupt in their duty or ignored to do their duty and used their power to
seek for their own benefit from these aliens.

Due to the three hypotheses; namely, 1) the Burmese illegal migration process
caused from the cooperation between the human trafficking agents in Myanmar and Thailand; the
geographical location supporting the traveling through Thailand; and the corruption of the Thai
government officials. 2) Reasons that a large number of Burmese aliens illegally migrated to
Thailand were the economic, political and administrative factors of the Burmese military
government that tyrannized and discriminated against its people rather than other factors from
Thailand. 3) The Thai government’s approaches in solving the problem of Burmese illegal
migration were not achievable. According to the test, the findings were in accorded with the
hypotheses.

The findings from this study would partly be the approaches for responsible
government organizations in Chiang Mai Province in solving the problem of Burmese illegal

migration process and support the work to be done continually and practically.





