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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an attemp:t ‘to understand the process of self construction of a Pga
k’nyau Catholic nun in the context of Thai social transformation by reflecting on the experiences
of an ethnic Pga k’nyau Catholic nun. The purpose of this thesis is to study: firstly, the Catholic
teachings, rites and regulations for Catholic nuns; secondly, the process for changing status from.
ethnic Pga k’nyau to Catholic nun; and thirdly, the process of self construction of a Catholic nun
in terms of behavior, spirituality and gender as well as ethnicity. The methodology utilized in this
study is self —narrative and Narratology.

The main findings of this study manifests that the Catholic Church has a process to
construct the author as a Catholic nun. The process requires the author to devoutly adopt and
practice Catholicism then unconditionally devote herself to serve God as a nun following the.
teachings of the French Missionary of Betharram who undertaking missionary work with the Pga
k’nyau.

The missionaries utiliz'e techniques and activities that draw Pga k’nyua people to
Catholic teachings. There are daily morning and evening prayers and the missionaries thereafter;
there is a campaign to encourage people to devote themselves to Catholicism by taking the three
vows: chastity, poverty, and obedience. As an ethnic Pga K’nyau woman, the author/individual
person was formerly constructed both socially and culturally by the Pga k’nyau family and
society that places emphasis on the value of hospitality. This influences the Pga K’nyua way of
life and thinking. Moreover, as a member of the family of the village chief, the author is expected
to be competent, responsible and devoted to the community’s interest.

Through the process of changing status from an ethnic Pga k’nyau to a nun, the author
adopts multiple dynamic identities. The author may present herseif in different forms depending
on the time and place The Church does not want the author to keep her personal identity but
wants her to devote; herself to help other people in the name of the Catholic Church. In some
situations, the author conveys her Pga k’nyua identity, and in as much as this identity is flexible,
it will depending on the context of social transformation. Viewing the author as an example of a
trend, she is a person of the edge who has been impeded with various forms of identity. Thus, the

“self” construction of the author is different from other people.





