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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study a cultural environment. By studying various
components, such as relationship between communities and rivers, physical condition of
the community, village plan and local housing including one’s way of life , beliefs,
traditional and rituals. And the impact and change to provide guidelines for conservation
of communities. There are 3 communities located along Kok River, Chiang Rai province.
They are Ruammit House community, Ja-kue House community and Mae Salak
community

This is descriptive research and discovery research. Tool use is an observation
(non-interactive) and semi-structured interviews by doing fieldwork research and collect
data to analyze content and description.

The study found that all 3 communities consist of many ethnics who associated
with rivers, one’s way of life and livelihood including living. Most of the communities are
living by farming and agriculture. They also have tradition, rituals associated with
rivers. At the present they begin to vary from impact in various fields. The impact causes
problems for both the environment and ecology. Cultural issues which result in one’s way
of life for both physical and mental. The researcher suggests that there should be a set
of guidelines for conservation in short and long term.

By working with conservation agencies, however, should be in accordance with
characteristics of the community based on ethnic identity who lives in the

community. Including build understanding and recognize the value of cultural



resource. So that community can survive on their own to preserve local wisdom, cultural

values and truly sustainability of community.
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