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Abstract TE 1 8 5 4 9 l

Painting in Thailand of 5,000-1,600 years ago can be seen in various caves
and cliffs. Traditional paintings, however, can be seen in Thai monastries. The names
of painters are unknown although a few in more recent time are well-known such
as “ Krua In Khong", a painter monk in the reign of King Rama IV. He was the first artist
to take interest in Western painting techniques and his works are regarded as the

beginning of the transition from traditional to modern painting.

Thai mural painting is of great cultural value in terms of art history. In the past,
the temples were regarded as schools teaching such subjects as the life of the Buddha,
the His previous lives or Jataka tales, Triphum or Buddhist Cosmology etc. These were
painted on the walls in the ordination hall (ubosot) or congregation hall (vihara) of the

monastery and being in the architecture.

The aim of the study of mural paintings in the different periods is not only for
academic purposes but also for instigating the interest in the murals' and architectural
aesthetic qualities, their places as national treasures and their unique “Thai-ness®.
Furthermore, the need to preserve mural paintings and Thai art in architecture, a public

responsibility, is made poignant by this study.





