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Abstract* 1 9 4 6 4 8

This research titled ‘An Analysis of Errors and Mistakes in Thai Writing Made by First-
Year Students of the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC)” focuses on the study of
the writing errors and mistakes found in Thai writing of the UTCC first-year students from all eight
schools in the academic year 2001. This research also aims at comparing the quantity of the errors and
mistakes among the students of the eight schools. Research tools used in data collection include both
objective and subjective tests. The study is conducted on a randomly selected sample of 10 % from the
population, totaling 737 students.

The results of the research show that both errors and mistakes are found in the sample
group’s writing. In analyzing the data from the objective test, fifteen categories of errors and mistakes
are found: seven for the former and eight for the latter. The common mistakes found are, respectively,
1) misuse of words and phrases, 2) misspelling and 3) misuse of idioms. The common errors found are,
respectively, 1) redundancy, 2) interference of foreign language and 3) use of colloquial expressions in
formal writing.

In comparing the number of mistakes made in the objective test by the UTCC students of
the cight schools, it is found that there are statistically significant differences in six categories: 1)
inappropriate spaces and pauses (found mostly in Engineering students’ writing) 2) inappropriate
sentences (found mostly in Engineering students’ writing) 3) misspelling (found mostly in Engineering
students’ writing) 4) misuse of words and phrases (found mostly in Communication Arts students’
writing) 5) misuse of idioms (found mostly in Communication Arts students’ writing) and 6) misuse of
words in context (found mostly in Humanities students’ writing). Concerning the errors, there are
statistically significant differences in three categories: 1) inappropriate level of formality (found mostly
in Communication Arts students’ writing) 2) interference of foreign language (found mostly in
Humanities students’ writing) and 3) use of foreign idioms (found mostly in Communication Arts
students’ writing).

From the subjective test, eleven categories of mistakes and seventeen categories of errors
are found. The writing mistakes made most frequently are: 1) inappropriate spaces and pauses (found
mostly in Communication Arts students’ writing) 2) incomplete sentences (found mostly in Science
students’ writing) 3) grammatical errors of words used (found mostly in Engineering students’ writing).
The writing errors made most frequently are: 1) colloquial expressions in formal writing (found mostly
in Communication Arts students’ writing) 2) redundancy (found mostly in Accountancy students’
writing) 3) lack of unity, coherence and consistency (found mostly in Engineering students’ writing)
and 4) repetition (found mostly in Engineering students’ writing).

In addition, the research reveals that there are more errors and mistakes found in the
subjective test than in the objective test. The same writing errors found in both are 1) use of colloquial
expressions in formal writing and 2) redundancy.





