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ABSTRACT 187455

This thesis is the study and research for improving interior design of the National
Museum, Pra — Nakom, Bangkok. The National Museum is the first museum construced in
Thailand in the reign of King Rama V. in the royal resident area of
Prarachawangbawornsathanmonkhol or Wang — Naa Palace. With the closed relation to the
monarchy, the national museum is the important place in Thai history and society. However,
lacking proper interior design, the museum is unable to depict and express its history and the
story of objects on display are unclear., Moreover, the spirit of the former royal residence has
faded and the overall atmosphere cannot convey the great origin of the place and cannot impress
tourists. Therefore, the purpose of the study is to determine and propose concepts and
appropriate design characteristics in order to improve interior design of the National Museum
Pranakorn.

This thesis starts with documentary research and analysis of primary data. The reference
of primary data is such as royal historic record, under the selection reporting academic research
of museum and fine arts conservation written by experts in specific areas. Next step is to carry
out research using research methodology which comprises of observing and keeping record of
tourist behaviors, photographing architectural characteristics of the place, collecting data from
Thai and foreign tourists by questionnaire and interviewing executive official and staff of the
museum. The data collected from field research is then used as background information for
further analysis and forming concept and requirement of interior design. Along with the analysis,
case studies of museum building in other countries are conducted and the result is used as a
framework to extract international features from the raw data colleted in field research. The
following step is creative research which included study of other interrelated theories such as
theory of society and culture and psychological theory. The creative research is the key to create
“difference”, “uniqueness” or “identity” of the proposed interior design for the National
Museum.

From the research methodology discussed above, the concepts and forms of interior
design are proposed for the National Museum, Pra — Nakorn. The core concept of definition of
the proposed design is “Thai dignity” which incorporates the concept of “Thai Spatial Identity”
and the theme of “Secure and Peaceful”. This is shown through the designing of planning and
interior area featuring majestic beauty and serenity to create the sense of place (Wang — Naa
Palace). As for interior design, the composition of display area is set up under the concept

“Space related a story” and all of work are under the criteria of International museum.





