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Abstract

TE165341

The main objectives of the research are : to study the decision process of
amphetamine; and to find factors which are associated with amphetamine relapsing
behaviors. The reseach was designed to study with 400 respondants, selected by
purposive sampling technique from the amphetamine addicts, treated at Thanyaraksa
Hospital, Pathumthani Hospital and other seven community hospitals in Pathumthani
province in August 2002.The respondants were divided into two groups-including 104
people having relapsing behaviors and 296 people of those who quitted the drug.

The research methodologies were both quantitative and qualitative. The structural
interviewing was used to collect information from all of the respondants, which were :
their knowledge and understanding about amphetamine, self-esteem, personalities and
characteristics, and family relations; including having friends and family members
addicted to drug, intention to quit the amphetamine taking, and drugs using behaviors
and experiences. The indepth interview was applied to 20 respondants selected form the
amphetamine relapsing group to find their decision process to retake the amphetamine.
The information collected by the structural interviewing were analysed by frequency,

mean, standard deviation, and discriminant analysis.



The reseach finding are followed : TE 1 6 5 3 4 1

1. The respondants are mostly male and single. Their age are between16 to 20.
All of them are buddhist and attaint only secondary education. More than half of the
respondants have 1 or 2 brothers and sisters and are the first or second children of the
family. Their families’ monthly income is about 900 to 2,000 bath. Most of them live with
their parents whose occupations are workers and merchants. Drug cartel and addicts
are in their neighborhood.

2. The important factors related to amphetamine relapsing behaviors are their
understanding about amphetamine. self- esteem, intention to quit, histrionic personality,
and family relations. These factors could discreminated the respondants who are in
relapsed group from those who are in quitted group. The discriminant function had 97.50
percent of predicted classification.

3. The decision process of amphetamine relaspsing consists of the seven
following steps : (1) Stimuli / Trigger events (2) Stress (3) Thinking of amphetamine
(4) Create option (5) motivation by friends or family members (6) Craving simptom and
(7) Relapse to amphetamine.

Form the reseach finding,it is clear that five factors which related to amphetamine
relapsing behaviors as well as the individual stimuli event and stress have to be taken

into account in order to prevent the amphetamine addicts from the relapsing behaviors.





