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The objective of this dissertation is to examine the impact of international poiitical structure and the
changing international context in the Post-Cold War Era on terrofism and terrorist movements in Thailand and
the Philippines, as well as the States’ response to the problems.

The study shows that the intemational political structure and context during the Cold War Era has
had a significant effect on the emergence and developments of terrorism and terrorist movements both in
Thailand and the Philippines and on the States’ response and handling of those problems. However, the fall
of the Soviet Union which led to the end of the Cold War and bipolar international political structure in the late
1980s did not result in the decline or the demise of terrorist movements in Thailand and the Philippines.

The study also argues that the international political structure and context in the Post-Cold War

Era still plays a crucial role on the interpretation and the management of terrorist movements of Thai and
Philippine States. Under the scheme of economic development and promation of self-reliance on security
issues in the Post-Cold War World, development approach in dealing with the problem of terrorist
movements has been adopted by the Thai State while the Philippine State chose a different path of
negotiating with their terrorist counterparts. Nevertheless, the hard-line suppression policy and the limited
capacity in policy implementation have exacerbated terrorist activities in both Countries. As a result,
terrorism remains a serious security threat to stability and territorial integrity of Thailand and the Philippines.

Finally, the study asserts that the 9/11 Incident and the U.S-ed war on terrorism has another vital
impact on the perception, interpretation as well as the handling of terrorist movements in Thailand and the
Philippines in a different manner. While Thailand has since separated terrorist movements from the U.S.-led
war on terrorism, the Philippines incorporated its problem and elevated it as a part of intemnational issue.

However, the hard-line policy adopted by both States remains a crucial factor in worsening the problem.





