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Offenses relating to the environment committed by entrepreneurs in the big industrial sector
are one major cause of serious pollution that can be accumulated and bring about long-term
negative effects. This problem is involved with many laws providing that it is necessary for
entrepreneurs to treat the industrial waste before releasing it into the environment. But the treatment
process is so expensive that entrepreneurs opt to release the industrial waste without prior treatment
resulting in pollution. One major problem is the current applicable laws relating to the environment
lacks of provisions directly aimed at preventing and suppressing these offenses.

This research aims at studying the prescription of offenses relating to the environment as
predicate offenses as provided by the Anti Money Laundering Act B.E.2542. The scope of the study
focuses on the action that affects the quality of the environment as provided by the Enhancement
and Conservation of National Environmental Quality Act B.E.2635 (A.D.1992) and the Factory Act
B.E.2535 (A.D.1992) as well as other related ministerial regulations. The results of the study show
that the offenses relating to the environment have all characters that are main components of
predicate offenses provided by the Anti Money Laundering Act B.E. 2642. The main motivation for
committing offenses relating to the environment is the lucrative benefits gained from releasing the
waste without prior treatment as required by the laws. The offenders commit these offenses although
they know that their action might cause serious effects to the environment and hazards to the public
health. The benefits will be used in committing other offenses and increase their own influence
resulting in a circle of perpetual crimes hard to suppress.

The author suggests that some measures provided by Anti Money Laundering laws should
be applied in a case of offenses relating to the environment because these measures have a
deterring effect. The offenses relating to the environment should be prescribed as predicate offenses
provided by the Anti Money Laundering Act B.E. 2542 so as to terminate the circle of crimes and to

promote the success of environmental protection.
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