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The purpose of the research is to study a method in defining Visual Management Zones at Koh
Chang, Trad Province. Thailand. The research took into considerations the relationships among
buildings, the absorbability, different levels of development in each areas to define visual management
zones including development guideline for tourism development areas of Koh Chang. The study area
consisting of White Sand Beach, Chaiyachet Beach, Klong Prao Beach and Kai Bae Beach divided
into 4 units of analysis. Simulations of different development charactenstics in terms of FAR. neight,
color and materials, architectural styles were then developed 10 assess the acceptability and
preference of people. The data was collected by using questionnaires to interview 4 main target
groups. The research found that acceptability and preference mostly related tc development
characters such as low density, not more than1-3 flcors, natural colors and materiais and vernacular
architectural style. Acceptability and preference also related to respondents’ persona!l characters.
Development acceptability of people in diffcrent areas vaned due to cdifferent characteristics such as
slope, plantations, development conditions and architecture. Absorbability of each area also differeq
form one another. Different measures to control development; therefore, should be taken in each visual
management zone. In addition, other factors such as aesthetic, distinct ratural landscape
characteristics, attitude, experiences about Koh Chang and objectives in visiting Koh Chang also
contributed to levels of development acceptability and preference.

The result of the research classified the study areas in Koh Chang into 5 visual manzgement
zones. Zone 1 has high density, buildings’ maximum height is 3 floors, use natural color and materials
and architectural style different in each unit of analysis. Zone 2 has moderate density, builcings' height
is varies in each unit of analysis but not over than 8 floors, use natural color and materizls and have
vermnacu!ar slyle. Zone 3 has iow density. Duildings' maximum haioht is 2 floors, Jyse naturai colur and
materials and have veracular style. Zone 4 is plantation zone for reduce visual impact of develonment
and buildings should not be allowed. Zone 5 is natural setting which should be preserved, buildings

should not be allowed.



