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This research has the following objectives: to study whether there is a linkage between
news agenda in political blogs and in mainstream newspapers; and to study factors that can éxplain
the linkage in news agenda in both types of media. The study is both qualitative and guantitative in
nature, using content analysis of blogs and newspapers as well as key informant interviews with
bloggers and news reporters.

The studly finds that there is a statistically significant relationship between news agenda that
appeared in OKNation political blogs and those that appeared in mainstream newspapers. A
number of factors can explain the linkage as follows: selection criteria for news issues; selection of
news sources; journalistic background of bloggers, policy of media organization; structure of media
organizations that own the blog; and the nature of online community.

Research findings also show that most of the political content in OKNation Blog consists of
issues that reflect mainstream media interest rather than public issues, as well as individual interest
of the bloggers. Sources used mainly come from mainstream media. In éddition, subjectivity from
opinionated content and one-sided narration were found to be rampant.

Based on the findings, the role of agenda-setter from political blogs to mainstream
newspapers is not clear and well-supported. However, OKNation blog plays an important role in
equipping news workers and news media under the Nation Multimedia umbrelia with needed raw
materials and in strengthening their news calibre.

In summary, blogs may be an alternative media that is open to civil society and individual
citizens in presenting their agenda to the public, without relying on mainstream media as was the
case in the past. However, the agenda found in the blogs are mostly national political agenda,
resulting from the setting by multi-parties in combination with the media. ~ Civil society only plays a
minor role in this agenda-setting schema. This is possibly because bloggers tend to define politics
as national political system rather than power struggles in which members civil society may

maneuver for their rights as individual citizens.





