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In the study of Indonesia’s foreign policy making on the normalization of diplomaticelations
with the People’s Republic of China, the role of president Soeharto is the most Important determinant. He
has personal ambition to make lndénesian foreign poi:cy more active. At the top of political structure,

Fresident Soeharto would make up his mind without consultation with other actors within deaision - making
process,. especially the army that has long been obstructed the normalization of relations citing security
reasons. However. In the ime of studying, the arrhy cannot exercise its Influence effectively, when the
President uses his direct control over the army. For this reason, the President’s will to normalizing ties

with the People’s Republic of China can materialize without difficulty.
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