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The purpose of this thesis is to study the monastic endowments (Kalpana) in 3
aspects : the meaning of the word, the factor of Kalpana in the Sukhothai, Ayutthaya and
Thonburi-Rattanakosin, and the origin of objects used in the Kalpana. The study is based on
the information from 57 inscriptions. They are 23 Sukhothai inscriptions dating B.E.1835-20086,
19 Ayutthaya inscriptions dating B.E.1917-2309 and Thonburi-Rattanakosin inscriptions dating
B.E.2311-2453.

The study reveals that the Kalpana. consists of 3 parts. First, the Donators from
different social ranks including King, royal family, nobility, monks, commoners and cleric
servants. Second, the Objects including temples, Buddha images, cleric servants, land, rice
field, orchard and necessary things. Third, the Vows for physical happiness and spiritual
happiness.

The perpetual concept of the Kalpana in the Sukhothai, Ayutthaya and Thonburi-
Rattanakosin Periods is the merit making in Buddhism over 600 years, the objects offered to
the temple are maintained as those in the Buddhist scripture, Apadana and Vimanavatthu,
with some minor changes adapted to time.

The Kalpana is related to ways of life of many social groups. The people from all
walks of life joined in making merit, such as construction and restoration of temple or Buddha
images, donating land, cleric servants and necessary things for the temple etc. and
celebrating. The Kalpana then enhanced social unity and active economy system, as the
buying and selling of goods and the employment of artisans were increased. Profession and
tradition related to the Kalpana have been conserved through this practice. Therefore Kalpana
not only maintained the Buddhist precepts but also formed the way of life of Sukhothai,

Ayutthaya and Thonburi-Rattanakosin people.





