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KEY WORD :'KAREN’ / ‘OUTSIDER KAREN' /ETHNIC INTERACTION/ BORDERS
COMLUCK CHAIYA : 'INSIDER/OUTSIDER KARENS' : ETHNIC INTERACTION IN A

BORDER ZONE. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. PRANEE WONGTHET. 323 pp.

This anthropological research is intended to study the complex interaction
between two tribes of The Karens who reside in a shared community called Bongtibon. The
first group of Karen, ‘Karen Nai’ (Insider Karen), has settled down along the Thai-Burmese
border for a very long period of time.The second group, ‘Karen Nok' (Outsider Karen) or
Burmese Karen, has migrated from Burma voluntarily or as a result of skirmishes over the
border.

This study found that both Karen tribes had continuously established ties of
kinship and had developed relations across the borders long before the concept of nation-
state came into existence. The formation of an imagined nation-state has crucially shaped
not only the behaviors of its members but also the long-established relations between the two
tribes because such formation demands a fixed border and unity amongst its members.
Compared to Karen Nai, Karen Nok is economically and politically inferior as they are not
members of the Thai state. Nevertheless, owing to the long-established kinship ties, the fixed
border of the area is not a barrier between the tribes to adapt to changing political
environment.

The current situation has demonstrated a marked difference of the two Karen
tribes in term of ethnic interaction. The Karen Nais are more likely to abandon their original
ethnicity and increasingly become Thai-ized. The Karen Noks, on the other hand, have
resumed the Karen Nais’ identity. The ethnic identity of the Bongtibon Karens has nowadays
been represented by Christian rather than Bongtibon Karens as it previously did.





