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KEYWORD : LPOEK ANGKOR WAT /KHMER LITERATURE

SUTEERAT DUANGNGOEN : “LPOEK ANGKOR WAT”: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
LITERATURE AND THE BAS RELIEFS AT ANGKOR WAT. MASTER’S REPORT ADVISOR
ASST. PROF. ORAWAN BOONYARITH, Ph.D. 123 pp. ISBN 974 - 464 - 274 - 2

The purpose of this report is to compare the classical piece of Khmer literature “LPOEK ANGKOR
WAT” with the bas-relief carvings at Angkor Wat in order to learn the idea of author via the describing of
the bas-reliefs. “LPOEK ANGKOR WAT” is a story written in 1619 during the Middle Khmer period. It’s
about Khmer folk tale of “Prahketumala,” along with the origin of Angkor Wat and the ancient temple’s stone

carvings.

This research includes 5 chapters. Chapter 1 is an introduction. Chapter 2 provides the background of
the literature and a brief synopsis. Chapter 3 indicates the comparative study of the poem “LPOEK ANGKOR
WAT” and the carvings on the bas-reliefs at Angkor Wat. Chapter 4 provides an analysis of the poet’s

concepts and beliefs as reflected in the poem. And the last chapter is a conclusion.

The result of this study shows that the author connected his imagination with his proficient
knowledge of both literature and Buddhism to draw up the verse to describe the carvings along the outer

passages of Angkor Wat.

However, it has been found, as indicated by the content of his poems, that the author included his
personal opinions in his work. For example, the author conciuded that all of the war carvings at Angkor Wat
are based on the epic tale “Ramayana,” although these carvings actually illustrate the scenes of two epics,
“Maha Bharata” and “Ramayana”. In addition, the author considered the carvings of hell, heaven and angels as
characters and scenes that appeared in the Buddhist scripture, although these carvings are actually depictions
of Hindu stories. As for the carving of Suriyavarman II, the Khmer king who built Angkor Wat, the author
concluded that this depicted “Prahketumala”, a character who, according to the Khmer legend, said that
Angkor Wat was built by the God “Wissukam”, and not by a human being. This indicates the author’s belief

that he did not know the origin of Angkor Wat, and therefore referred to the folk tale.



