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The Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft 1963 or
Tokyo Convention 1963 has provided that the aircraft commander is responsible to protect the safety
of the uircraft, or of persons or property therein, including maintain good order discipline on board.
While the aircraft is in flight, State is confined to exercising its jurisdiction so as to protect and
prevent from offences committed on board. Moreover, the competent authorities have considerable
difficulties enforcing offender in time. The Tokyo Convention 1963 has provided the aircraf
commander with six powers as follows: (1) power to impose responsible measure (2) power to
require assistance from crew members (3) power to request assistance from passengers (4) power

to authorize action (5) power to disembark en route and (6) power to deliver to competent authorities.

From the research, it is clearly found that the provisions of the aforesaid Convention is lack
of obviousness and it leads to obstacles of the practical application, in particular the definitions of the
nature of the offences committed on board and the breach of the good order and discipline on
board, or so-called unruly passenger. For this reason, the aircraft commander often hesitates to
exercise his powers. Furthermore, certain provisions provide that the aircraft commander has his own
discretion in exercising the powers; however, if the exercise of the powers is not subject to the
Convention, he shall be responsible for such exercise. Besides, owing to the absence of the
definition of the aircraft commander, there are the questions whether who the aircraft commander is
and what its qualifications are. The author has summarized and recommended some possible

resolutions with regard to problems on both Intemational and Thai Law.



