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The objective of this thesis is to study Buddhist concepts and literary
techniques in Kamanita.

The study reveals that there are six Buddhist concepts in this novel: the
concept of impermanence of life, of the Wheel of Existence, of the good-doer
receives the good fortune, the bad-doer receives the bad fortune, of the
Dependent Origination, of the Noble Truth, and of Nirvana.

The main theme of Kamanita is ‘Love can lead to Nirvana’. This theme
can link harmoniously the Buddhist concepts in Kamanita and at the same
time these Buddhist concepts can make the main theme more realistic and
believable.

The author uses two literary conventions in presenting the concepts of
Buddhism: the convention of Buddhist literature and the convention of a novel.

The author presents Buddhist concepts by following the form in the
Tripitaka: opening and ending the story in the convention of a Sutra, employing
the last period of the life-story of the Buddha in writing the novel, quoting from
the Tripitaka to support the story, using of real people in the time of Buddha as
characters in the novel, taking the dimension of time in Buddhism as the time
in the story. Moreover, there are the use of parables and demonstrative tales,
repeating and emphasizing and comparing other religion with Buddhism as
well.

The author presents Buddhist concepts by following the convention of a
novel through plot, characters, setting, dialogue, the story development and the
narration. Moreover, the dividing into two parts and chapters can display the
Buddhist concepts clearly.

These two conventions of representation are related. The author takes
the substance from Buddhist literature — emphasizing the story of Buddhism
and making Buddhist concepts precise and believable. Moreover, the author
creates a new dimension of the novel by relating it to the substance of
Buddhism, and using imagination to make the story more exciting and
enjoyable.

Kamanita is a modern Buddhist literature thanks to the exquisite story,
beautiful language, and the outstanding technique of presenting Buddhist
concepts in the form of a novel.



