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Atcharaporn Srisawang 2008: An Analysis of Thailand’s Rice Export Markets.
Master of Science (Agricultural Economics), Major Field: Agricultural Economics,
Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics. Thesis Advisor: Associate

Professor Somporn Isavilanonda, M.A. 124 pages.

Rice is Thailand’s important crop. It is not only the staple food of the Thais, but also
the major agricultural export commodity. This study has objectives: (1) to examine a status of
Thai rice in international rice trade; (2) to analyze a revealed comparative advantage of Thai rice
in international market; and (3) to investigate factors affecting the revealed comparative

advantage of Thai rice in international market.

The result indicated that Thai rice has still played a dominant role in exporting to Asian
market. At the mean time, the new emerging market for Thai rice, in recent years, were Africa
and Middle East. By calculating the RCA and NXR indices, it is found that Thailand has still
maintained her revealed comparative advantage over the competitors, particularly Vietnam, in
the international rice market. However, the trend of its revealed comparative advantage indices
were continuously declined. Furthermore, it is also found that the proportion of rice
consumption and production of Thailand and the production cost of rice are significant in the
North America market. And the production cost of rice just have a significant in the Middle East

market. But in Asia, Europe and Africa market not found the factors significant.

The study suggests that Thailand should pay attention to develop the competitiveness,
by both sides of development in rice quality, and the production efficiency, which, Thailand will
must give precedence to the researches investment in new technologies of rice production, and

improving the quality of rice seeds.
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