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Abstract

TE 162292

The report on Media Watchdog Group aimed at finding out the suggestion for
further development of media watchdog group which is considered as one of the most
important factors in media reform.

The study comprises of four parts, including the review of international media
watchdog groups; the review of existing Thai media watchdog groups; the comparison
between international and Thai organizations in three main areas: organization
structure, monitoring process and evaluation of its efficiency. The final part of the
study offers suggestions to develop efficient media watchdog group in Thailand.

The comparison study reveals that the organization structure of international
media watchdog group is more systematic and links to other societal groups including
government agencies and public organizations. It also provides media consumers an
access to participate in watchdog activities and offers the course on media literacy.
While Thai media watchdog group has not any rigid form, it is rather conducted as
one activity along with others of some nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). The
monitoring scope of Thai media watchdog group is likely to restrict on newspapers
and print media and is a kind of reactive moMtdﬁng system. There is a small
opportunity for consumers’ participation and is unable to create strong social nétwork.

This research proposes to set up an organization of civil society’s media
watchdog group, not an NGO. The committee of this organization should represent
broadly. related fields, monitor various kinds of media especially Internet and
entertainment media. Moreover, it should maintain the standard on transparency,
offer consumers’ access and create proactive behaviors by educating consumers and
raising their consciousness. Finally, it should use Internet at its maximum as a tool in

opening public sphere and setting up their network group widely.



