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The Car Excise Tax Restructuring in o7" July 2004 has shown that Toyota Motor Thailand producing
pick-up passenger vehicle model “Fortuner” had more advantageous than other companies producing off
road passenger vehicle. The reason is that this pick-up passenger vehicle company is more infiuential than
offroad passenger vehicle companies.

This research has found that there is economic power structure that supports pick-up passenger
vehicle (sub-species of 1 ton pick-up truck) companies to have more influential than offroad passenger
vehicle companies. This can be separated in 2 related factors.

Intemal factors consist of the need of govemment to accomplish automobile industry master plan that
aims torreach one milfion of car production within 2006. In this context, 1 ton pick-up truck has the largest market
share. So the state has fo give an importance to this vehicle. In the same context, Toyota Motor Thailand which
produces pick-up passenger vehicle model “Fortuner”, pressurized the government to resiructure excise tax to
match Toyota's interest through Automotive industry Club in The Federation of Thai Industries.

External factors involve with the power of fransnational corporations’ investment. Toyota Motor
Corporation, with its main production base in Thailand, realizes potentials of car industry in Thaitand and aims
{c_ﬁ increase its investment in Thaitand through Toyota Motor Thailand. Toyota Motor Thailand has planed
|r¥novative Intemational Mult — purpose Vehicle (IMV) project to use Thailand as a base to produce 1 fon pickup
truck, its sub-species and parts for exporting worldwide. According to automobile industry master plan, IMV
project can boost the number of car production in Thailand and can make Thailand to be Detroit of Asia.

T?mereasonsmadeﬂ\aisiatetomtrucmhg Car Excise Taxin 2004 to favour Toyoia Motor Thailand.





