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The objectives of this study are to study the ideology of the journalist group opposing to ITV newsroom
intervention, and the process of union organizing in ITV newsroom among jouraalists who oppose to the intervention.
The research is a case study of the incident in 2000-2001. Library research and documentation, and interview are

employed as the methods of study.

The research showed that the group opposing to ITV newsroom intervention were organized during the first
protest action and during the weeks that union membeis were enlistec. Hence, there were two manifestations of 11V
newsroom ideotogies. professional and occupational ideologies. The group who achered to the former felt the lack of
autoromy in the newsrcom and took actions to defend the rights and freedom of expression. Tne latter, on the

contrary, felt insecure and unconfident about their jobs.

The journalist group opposing to ITV newsroom intervention took a series of action during the whole incident.
They issued a nublic statement protesting the newsroom intervention and organized themseives into a labor union.
The unién was seen as a means to negotiate with the station management for newsroom autonomy. But this group
was immediaiely fired. They supcecuenty brought the case to the Labor Relations Committee at the Labor
Department, which decided, in their favor. The Comrmnittee ruled that journalists have the right to work independently
in order to exercise their rights and freedom in news production. Despite the Committee ruling that these journalists
must be re-instated the managemen! sued the group in the Labor Court and appealed the case when the Court ruled
that the action of the management of ITV station was unlawful. It was contradicting to Article 39 and 41 of the
Constitution, which stated that the media have the rights and freedom to seek information and publish the truth without

interference. Their practice was also seen as up-holding the journalist professional code of ethics.

Hence, this incident showed that ihe iabor union was the most concrete means to defend the rights and
freedom of journalists in the newsroom. In addition, the ruling in this case could be used as precedent for future
dispute on the professional practices of journalist on the question of the rights and freedom of expression of the

media.



