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This dissertation attempts to examine the growth, dynamism, and status changes of
trade-related groups in Ayutthaya society during 1629-1767 or from King Prasat Thong's to
King Ekathat’s reign. The results of this study reveal that the port city of Ayutthaya paved the
way for wealth from trade to the trade-related groups. After the big war between Ayutthaya
and Burma in 1569, kings of Ayutthaya regarded trade as a crucial way to rebuild
Ayutthaya's economy. The kings strove for close control over state commerce. In so doing,
political power had to be strengthened to the extent that the kings could overpower a
significant number of vassal states and obtain manpower in the hinterland. Moreover,
Ayutthaya's trade system was also re-organized by the kings for a more fruitful management
of the royal revenues. This phenomenon went along with the rising demands for forest
products from outside markets. However, trade under the control of the royal trade
organization led to the emergence of trade-related groups, within and without the Munnai-
Phrai system, which may be separated into 4 groups: the trading expert officials and the
court merchants; the resident foreigners and mestizos in Ayutthaya; the traders and

peddlers; and the provincial officials.





