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This thesis studies intensifying devices in the southern Thai dialect of Songkhla
province. Two devices are observed: reduplication and modification. Of the two,
modification is more common than reduplication. Of all the 209 intensifying units, only nine
are included in the reduplication group, the rest are of the modification device group. The
analysis of the latter device is done in two parts: grammatical and semantic.

The grammatical analysis concentrates on syntagmatic and paradigmatic
relations between the intensified and the intensifier. The syntagmatic analysis reveals 10
patterns. As for the paradigmatic relations, four positions are found from which
intensifiers could be grouped into three classes. Class 1 includes only one word:
“/cha:tr" occurring in the first, second, and fourth position. Class 2 includes all words
except the nine reduplication words. Words in this class only occur in the second
position. Class 3 comprises phrases and sentences that can occur in the second and
third position.

The semantic analysis based on Allerton's intensification criteria reveals three
types of intensification: degree, aspect, and manner. A study of intensifiers and their
occurrences with 18 groups of verb identified by meanings has also been done. It
reveals three patterns: intensifiers which can occur with every verb in every group,
intensifiers that can occur with verbs in just one group, and intensifiers which can occur

with verbs in more than one group.



