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The research project on “Guidelines for Sustainable Ecotourism Management in
Mae Wong National Park located in Kamphaeng Phet and Nakhon Sawan Provinces”
has the objectives to study the level of villagers’ participation in ecotourism management
in Mae Wong National Park, to study ecotourism management for the foresters in Mae
Wong National Park and to recommend sustainable tourism development in Mae Wong
Notional Park. This research emphasized on the use of Exploratory Mixed Methods
Design for qualitative research by using in-depth interviews, triangulation techniques
and snowball techniques for selecting the group for interviewing and quantitative
research by using a sample group of 400 villagers in the community. This research used
statistic analysis such as mean, standard deviation, percentage, and multiple regression
analysis. The results are as follows:-

Most of villagers in the community or 51.50 percent are females; 51 percent
have the age between 21-30 years old. 80.80 percent were married; 54 percent finished
their education from high schools; 62 percent are farmers; 56 percent have monthly
income lower than 5,000 Baht; 65.50 percent are lack of knowledge and understanding
about the tourist capacity for ecotourism destinations. However, 78.57 percent have
basic knowledge and understanding of ecotourism. The villagers in the community have
participated in the management of Mae Wong National Park in 5 areas and with the
following results:-

1. The participation level of tourism planning management is low (;( =2.27).



2. The participation level of tourism operations management is medium (;( =
3.33).
3. The participation level of facilitation tourism is medium (;< =3.02).
4. The participation level of tourism security management is medium (;< =
2.74).
5. The participation level of tourism evaluation management is low (;( =2.29).
The average result of these 5 areas is a medium level of participation (;( =2.73).
The level of participation of villagers and foresters for sustainable ecotourism
management are included 3 areas with the following results:-
1. The level of participation in the environmental area is medium ()_( =2.78).
2. The level of participation in the social and cultural area is medium (;( =
3.17).
3. The level of participation in the economical area is medium (;<= 3.07).
The average result of these 3 areas is a medium level of participation (;( = 3.00).
The hypothesis test shows that 1) Sex, age, educational level, occupation and
income of the local villagers have relationship with management of sustainable tourism
at a statistically significant level of 0.05 and can predict the management of sustainable
ecotourism at 3.17 percent. 2) The knowledge and understanding of the local villagers
have relationship with management of sustainable tourism at a statistically significant
level of 0.05 and can predict the management of sustainable ecotourism at 3.59 percent
and 3) The participation level of the local villagers has relationship with management of
sustainable tourism at a statistically significant level of 0.05 and can predict the
management of sustainable ecotourism at 38.46 percent.
The foresters have to deal with smugglers and poachers from the hill tribes and
Thai lowland tribal groups by providing them with knowledge and understanding. The
government will help them by providing benefits, and various welfare programs. The
implementation of this law will have both advantages and disadvantages for the
recipients by offering them “Little House in the Large Forest Project” implemented by the

Mae Wong National Park. The purpose of this project is to relocate these tribal people



to a safer zone and to provide them their own land for cultivation, permanent settlement,
and vocational training projects such as handicrafts, etc. The foresters have used law
enforcement in Amphur Pang Sila-Thong in Kamphaeng Phet Province where the
headquarters of Mae Wong National Park is located to keep smugglers and poachers
from illegally entering the park for their own benefits. The local villagers in the
community and the foresters are involved in ecotourism management, which gives the
hill tribes and the Thai lowland tribal people, who are skillful in lowland forests, to work
together with the foresters in Mae Wong National Park. They will also be representatives
for their community in the Mae Wong National Park committee in Amphur Mae Wong,
and Amphur Mae Lay in Nakhon Sawan Province. This approach was used to
peacefully deal with problem solving by making good relationships with the local
villagers in the community. This also reduced conflicts between the local government
and the local villagers in the community.

Recommendations should include studying about the capacity of tourists coming
to the Mae Wong National Park. The government should provide more knowledge and
understanding for the local villagers about tourism in the area of the National Park. This
may include capacity building or trainings. The government should cooperate with
educational institutions to conduct a training programme for children to be tourist guides
to raise awareness in the new generations about sustainable ecotourism. Finally, the
government should have a policy for villagers in the community to increasingly

participate in tourism management in Mae Wong National Park.
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