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Dissertation Title: Strategy for Development of Systemic Rice Farming in Accordance with the Philosophy of
Sufficiency Economy Researcher: Mrs.Kobkul Visitorasak Major: Development Strategy Year : 2011

Abstract

The purposes of this study were to: 1) develop the strategy for developing systemic rice farming
in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy, 2) try out the developed strategy for developing
systemic rice farming in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy, and 3) evaluate  the results of
application of the strategy for developing systemic rice farming in accordance with the philosophy of
sufficiency economy. The research samples were 66 rice farmers in Nayang Subdistrict, Cha-am District,
Phetchaburi Province, who voluntarily joined the experiment. 30 and 36 rice farmers were randomly assigned
into the experimental and control groups respectively. The farmers in the experimental group were treated by
transferring the practice of systemic rice farming in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency
economy, which comprised of three rings: moderation, reasonableness, and immunization under the two
conditions: knowledge and ethics, whereas the farmers in control group did the rice farming as usual. The
experiment lasted for 8 months. The tools for collecting data were field observation form and structured
interview form. The data were analyzed by using percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, Mann-
Whitney U Test, and content analysis.

The research results revealed that:

1. The strategy for improving rice farming with a system of sufficiency economy is
dissemination of philosophy of sufficiency economy for doing rice farm systematically in six steps: 1)
value awareness of rice farming in accordance with a system of sufficiency economy, 2) provide
knowledge, 3) give the farming model, 4) do participatory planning, 5) implement in a real farm, and 6)
evaluate the rice farm product.

2. The farmers in the experimental group could apply the philosophy of systems
sufficiency economy more highly than those in control group with statistical significance at 0.01 level,
and paddy product of the former was 16 thang/rai more than that of the latter, whereas the cost of
production of the former was 1,305 baht/rai less than the latter.

3. The farmers in the experimental group were able to apply the principles of moderation,
reasonableness, immunization, knowledge, and ethics in systematically estimating the factors of rice
farming, that included product target setting, farming process, and inputs that congruent with the context,
which caused them to have different and higher knowledge, understanding, appreciation on planning, and
implementation than those in the control group.

The research finding indicates that doing a rice farm systematically in accordance with the
philosophy of sufficiency economy is a method that changes the way of thinking in doing rice farm in

terms of soil cultivation, seeding, fertilizing, nurturing, weed-disease-pest controlling, and harvest. This

system of rice farming resulted in reduction of cost and increasing product effectively.
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