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Thesis Title : Dental Health Care Behaviors of Parents for Pre-school Children in Sawi District,

Chumphon Province Researcher : Miss Wichuta Khomkhum Major : Public Health Year : 2011

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to : 1) determine level of parents’ behavior in caring
their pre-school children’s dental health and 2) examine factors affecting parents’ behavior on caring
their pre-school children’s dental health. The samples of this study were 280 parents randomly drawn
with a stratified sampling method. An interview form concerning parents’ behavior in caring their
pre-school children’s dental health, in-depth interviewing, together with observation on the parents’
daily living were applied for data collection. The data were analyzed with statistical methods to
determine frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and multiple regression analysis.

The research results were as follows :

1. The behavior on pre-school children’s dental health care of parents residing in
Sawee District, Chumphon Province, was at an acceptable level. When considering in individual
aspect, it was found that the behavior on caring about consuming food was at an acceptable level while
the behavior on cleaning oral cavity, checking up children’s teeth and taking children to see a dentist
were at a poor level.

2. The factors affecting parents’ behavior on caring their pre-school children’s dental
health involved supportive behaviors from the surrounding social encouragement from siblings,
neighborhood, public health care officials and other agencies were at a highest level followed by the
factors of accessibility to shops selling dental cleaning equipments and factors of belief in dental health
care for pre-school children respectively at the significantly level of 0.05. Other factors were not found

to affect the parents’ behavior on caring their children’s dental health.
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