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The objective of this research is to study context of communities, pattern of group
relationship in community organization network and factors that enhance the development of
community organization network of Bang Chao Cha sub-district in Pho Thong district, Ang
Thong province using qualitative research methodology with compilation of concerned secondary
data and field surveys on site within community area of Bang Chao Cha sub-district. Various
techniques used comprise participatory consultation meeting, group discussion, in-depth
interview and observation. Key informants consist of community leaders, heads of groups,
members of groups, elders, villagers and officials from external agencies e.g. sub-district
agriculture official, community development official, etc. The compiled data have been verified,
categorized , analysed and concluded. The results of the study are presented in descriptive format
to fulfill the objective of the research.

The results of this research study reveal that the community organization network of
Bang Chao Cha sub-district has been consecutively developed in terms of number of groups in
the network which has been increased from 4 into 17 within 10 years and in terms of variety in

group activities with mutual support including administrative management especially in



R

248568

exchanges of knowledge among groups within the network via two-way communication and
brainstorming in working and making decision resulting in good relationship among members.

Factors that enhance the development of community organization network consist of
the pattern of relationship among groups within the network which is based on 2 types of
relationship comprising primary relationship i.e. relationship among relatives, friends, neighbors,
and relationship among people with mutual respect and secondary relationship i.e. the relationship
according to regulations or agreement within groups and network which are horizontal linkages
for equal benefits. Bang Chao Cha community center committee is the network organizer which
facilitates the connection among members. The mechanism which create the pattern of
relationship and form of horizontal linkage are the forum of community leader network and
informal communication system.

Moreover, there are internal factors comprising various channels for communication
and availability of venues for cooperative activities, distinguished leaders with good vision and
strategies to make Bang Chao Cha communities to be self-sustained communities with local
wisdom, culture and tradition. The community leaders also support villagers to cooperate in
various activities of the community. There are also external factors such as supports from policy
level and agency level which provide knowledge and technique for members of community
resulting in establishment of occupational groups and tourism service group with confidence and
inspiration to develop strong and sustainable groups and network.

The results of this research study have clarified the pattern of relationship among
groups in the community organization network with web of life concept and the mechanism
which creates the pattern of relationship that supports development of network. The results of this

research can also be applied for developing community organization network in other area.
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