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This research aims to study the process of constructing Thai identity through choral
performance by Suanplu Chorus and its audience's attitudes towardé cultural hybridization.
Sources used include documents, websites, interviews with music and/or performance specialists,

-and questionnaires completed by 180 people who have attended a live performance by Suanplu
Chorus. |

The research finds that the construction of Thai Identity by Stuanplu Chorus appears in its
singing and performance. Hybridization appears in two occasions: for general performances and for
internaﬂonal.competitions‘ Specialists offer two main perspectives: adjusting Thai concepts to have
more international senses, or incorporating international approaches into Thai traditic_ms. Suanplu
Chorus chose to modify the Thai styles to conform more to international standards because of World
Choir Games’ judging criteria. _

| Fro.m the survey, most of Suanplu Chorus' audiences are female teenagers to middle aged.
Most have experience in western-music, and more have had private lessons in western music than
Thai music. The sample believes that Suanplu Chorus displays Thai identity through the
performance Thai traditional songs with new choral arrangements, traditional costumes,

makeup/hairstyle, and choreographies influences by Thai traditional dances.





