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Thesis Title: Learning Innovation in Community Organization Councils
for the Encouragement of People’'s Politics : A Case
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Thesis Advisors: Prof. Dr. Anek Laothamatas
Dr. Tongyou Kaewsaiha
Degree: Ph.D. of Innovative Management
Keyword: Learning Innovation / Encouragement / People's Politics
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Thé objectives of this research are to study and analyze the learning process of the
pilot community organization councils which operate in the form of people’s politics; to study
the key elements that drive people’s politics in community organization councils to ensure
sustainable development of the pilot districts; and to study the creation of an innovative
learning process to drive people’s politics in community organization councils so as to
become people’s political councils. Two methodologies were employed in this research. First,
a qualitative research approach was used to study Mai Reang sub-district, Chawang district,
Nakhon Si Thammarat province; and Nong Sarai sub-district, Phanom Thuan district,
Kanchanaburi province. Second, participatory action research model was used to study
sub-districts that set up their community organization councils in accordance with
the Community Organization Council Act B.E.2551, including the three sub-districts in Samut
Songkram: Klong Kuen, Bang Nang Li, and Rong Heeb. The learning innovation in community
organization councils which encourages people’s politics included planning out community
solutions; implementing them by applying local wisdom to academic knowledge to manifest
new ideas; and communicating consistently with community. The key elements for success
were visionary leaders, community information, and people forum that encourages people
to find out solutions to problems in their community. It was found that self-reliance of the
council committee through a paradigm shift was the first step to create community
participation in solving community problems. These learning innovations enabled the council
committees to understand a democratic way of life and to encourage movement of

people’s politics.
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