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The purpose of research was to study the consequence of the participatory learning activities on the
promotion of the second grade students” life skills. Three specific objectives were: 1) to promote three
components of Yife skills consisted of critical thinking, decision making and problem solving and self esteem.
2} to study students’ opinions on participatory learning activities including learning activities, medias, and
measurement and assessment 3) to study students’ learning behaviors oceurred during the entire activities.
The samples were 40 grade two students (21 boys and 19 girls) from Room 2/2, attending during the second
semester of the academic years of 2006, at Kasetsart University Laboratory School, Center for Educational
Research. The research instruments were lesson plans. In each lessor plan, ti{ere were various activities
involved: lecture, roleplay, case study, simulation, real life situation, demonstration and question and answer.
The data was gathered using a life skill test, students” opinion questionnaire, and behavioral observation form.
Frequency, arithmetic mean, percentage, standard deviation, match paired t-test and content analysis were

used to analyzed data.

The resuits found that the of the students posttest score on critical thinking, decision making and
problem solving and self esteem were significantly higher than the pretest score at the .05 jevel.
The students’ opinion on participatory learning activities found that they had positive attitudes towards
learning activities. The educational medias which could be found elsewhere in daily life facilitated the
learning. The tests and handouts used were appropriate to students’ age. Moreover, it could be found in each
session that: 1) during experienced session, students were willing to share their experiences; 2) reflection and
discussion session, students showed their participation; 3) understanding and conception session, studenis

could concepiualize after brain storming; and 4) application session, most students could work correctly.





