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Title A survey of Buddhism based Tourism: A case of Pra Nangpraya amulets
and relics of Phitsanulok Province.
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Abstract 2 4 B 4 1 8

The purpose of this research were to study the history and importance of
Phra Nangpraya amulets and Buddhist relics in Phitsanulok, examine the tourists’ interest and ways
of visiting these,\hand develop a tourist manual both in Thai and English. It was found that Phra
Nangpraya amulets were first discovered at Wat Nangpraya. These Phra Nangpraya amulets were
famous nationwide as one of the five amulets “Benchaphakree”. They were created twice. First,
they were created by Prawisutikasat, King Pramahathummaracha’s queen who was a King
Nareasuan’s mother. Then, they were created by King Nareasuan the Great. The two types of Phra
Nangpraya were in a triangle-shape. The big model were the bending—knee model, the straight-knee
model and the big-chest model. The small type were the small-chest model, the god-shape model
and the sangkhati model. In relation to their impacts, it is believe that they give the holders charms,
protection, happiness and wealth. The study also indicated that the Buddha relics had been found
inside the main Chedi at Wat Ratchaburan and Wat Senat. Theses relics were thought to have
brought by Pramahalailai. The study suggested 3 routing of visitors: Wat Nangpraya to study the
history of Phra Nangpraya amulet, Wat Ratchaburana to warship the Buddha relics, and Wat Senat
to water-worship the relics. Finally, it was found that many tourists were interested in Buddhist-
based tourism and most of them knew Phra Nangpraya amulets and the Buddha relics though

advertisement and would like to learn about these by guided tour and tourist manual.

Key Words : Buddhist-based tourism, Phra Nangpraya amulets, Buddha relics,

Phitsanulok Province.
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